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human appearance, we must either have this or
none: unless the prevalence of this be in some
degree restored, we are likely, not only to lose all
the advantages which we might have derived from
true Christianity, but to incur all the manifold evils
which would result from the absence of all religion.

In the first place, let it be remarked, that a
weakly principle of religion, which, in a political
view, might be productive of many advantages,
though its existence may be prolonged if all external
circumstances favour its continuance, can hardly be
kept alive, when the state of things is so unfavour-
able to vital religion, as in our condition of society
it appears to be. Nor is it merely the ordinary
effects of a state of wealth and prosperity to which
we here allude. Much also may justly be appre-
hended from that change which has taken place in
our general habits of thinking and feeling, concern-
ing the systems and opinions of former times. At
a less advanced period of society, indeed, the re-
ligion of the State will be generally accepted, though
it be not felt in its vital power. It was the religion
of our forefathers: with the bulk, it is ou that
account entitled to reverence; and its authority is
admitted without question. The establishment in
which it subsists, pleads the same prescription, and
obtains the same respect. But, in our days, things
are very differently circumstanced. Not merely the
blind prejudice in favour of former times, but even
the proper respect for them, and the reasonable
presumption in their favour, has abated. Still less
will the idea be endured, of upholding a manifest
imposture, for the sake of retaining the common
people in subjection. A system, if not supported
by a real persuasion of its truth, will fall to the
ground. Thus it not unfrequently happens, that in
a more advanced state of society, a religious esta-